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Let’s Make the Mldwest a Global Leader in Clean Energy

gl i & L

The Rise Up podcast educates
Midwest stakeholders on clean
energy policy, program success
stories, key players, and more.

Receive Action Alert emails
highlighting news articles,
relevant resources, local
successes, and ways to
getinvolved.
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Our success is made possible
by the generous individual
and organizational support

of members, donors, and
sponsors.
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Rise Up Midwest is creating
a coalition of organizations
across the Midwest to work in
coordination to advance clean
energy policy action and market
development.

) e

Led by the Midwest Renewable Energy Association (MREA), Rise Up Midwest is a
multi-state coalition working in the Midwest to advance clean energy policy action
and market development.

The extensive benefits we receive from today's energy economy are a direct
result of decisive public policy intervention in response to technology disruptions
and economic catastrophes over the last 150 years. Our nation's history provides
a clear lesson in how we can transform and improve the ways we produce and use
energy to provide broad and lasting benefits to society. Today, once again, we see
the crisis and the opportunity clearly. This is our call to action. Rise up, Midwest!

Belief Statements:

1.) We believe we need swift and strategic state and local investment in clean
energy and grid modernization.

We need well-designed energy laws that increase investments in local clean
energy. Solar energy, energy efficiency, and grid modernization are a feasible and
cost-effective way to improve reliability and increase the economic development
benefits of energy investments. Community participation in the decision-making
processes will help ensure widespread ownership as investors and beneficiaries of
local energy projects.

2.) We believe our efforts must provide real and durable solutions that help
resolve social and economic inequity.

Clean energy work must prioritize opportunity, investment, and jobs for
communities most in need. A local, clean energy response represents a clear
opportunity to create a system that benefits everyone.

3.) We believe the clean energy industry has the capacity to create significant
local employment opportunities that contribute to a prosperous economy.

Energy efficiency and distributed energy technologies are market-ready, cost-
effective, affordable, and scalable in all market sectors. The transition to a clean
and distributed energy system must prioritize transitioning energy jobs and
developing new employment opportunities.

4.) We believe in working together to inform and engage the public, focusing
on local and state actions to create the energy economy of the future.

By working together, engaging the public with meaningful educational resources,
avoiding partisanship, and focusing on local and state actions, we can create
market conditions that rapidly grow efficiency and distributed energy investments,
create widespread employment opportunities, provide long-term utility rate-payer
savings, reduce home and business energy expenses, and improve grid resiliency.

5.) We believe in the people of the Midwest and the places we live in and love.
Rise up, Midwest!



Beliefs in Action

Expand access to energy efficiency and distributed energy for households and small businesses:

This includes highlighting the best community solar program in the nation and recent expansion of the
Minnesota Solar Rewards program, celebrating the lowa Solar Net Metering Legislation, promoting utility
on-bill financing program with PAYS while recognizing successes in Missouri and Kanas, advancing third-
party financing for solar, promoting the expansion of non-profit green banks like Michigan Saves, and
advocating for the expansion of the Wisconsin Focus on Energy Program.
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e Reduce barriers for local energy efficiency and solar energy development:

This includes highlighting city actions such as the St. Louis Building Performance Standard, facilitating
jurisdiction SolSmart designations, advancing consumer education with solar group purchase programs,
supporting distribution system planning by highlighting opportunities and success in Midwest states, and
promoting public-private financing partnerships such as the PACE Wisconsin program.

nw

Support workforce development efforts that expand employment access in advanced energy:

This includes managing a regional solar job resource center, leading a regional solar workforce
partnership, providing solar training scholarships in partnership with organizations serving Midwest
communities, and promoting policies and programs that advance solar workforce development including
the lllinois Solar for All Program and the Minnesota Department of Corrections solar training efforts.

Provide appropriate, long-term compensation for solar and wind energy:
This includes supporting distributed generation valuation studies like the Minnesota value of solar
RISE methodology and tariff, applauding utility programs such as the PV Demand Credit in Minnesota,
promoting participation of customer-owned distributed generation in regional wholesale markets, and
up recognizing state commission actions that facilitate fair and competitive markets such as the long-term
PURPA contracts for wind and solar facilities in Michigan.

Join The Movement: www.RiseUpMidwest.org
Become part of our coalition of members, donors, partners, Email: info@riseupmidwest.org

and sponsors! Your support of the Rise Up initiative will Phone: 715-592-6595

stabilize and grow the clean energy and energy efficiency

markets in the Midwest through: POWERED BY

CREATING LOCAL JOBS m r E a
IMPROVING LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE

INCREASING GRID RESILIENCY . o

STIMULATING IN-STATE INVESTMENT The Mldwest.Rer.\ewabIe Engrgy Association (MREA)
is a non-profit with the mission to promote renewable

ENHANCING HUMAN WELLNESS energy, energy efficiency, and sustainable living

REDUCING EXPENSES FOR HOMES AND BUSINESSES through education and demonstration.




